THE   HEAD   OF   THE   UNION

to get a picture of the President speaking than
in what he was actually saying.1 But when the
speech was published it soon became famous; in
Lincoln's lifetime it was already in great de-
mand. And since that time valiant research
workers have examined every line and word of
the speech to determine its meaning and
authenticity. In particular the phrase 'govern-
ment of the people, by the people, for the
people* has been traced to various sources, in an
attempt to discover if, in Lincoln's oration, it
was original. It seems likely that Lincoln had
already seen it, perhaps in the writings of Theo-
dore Parker, an abolitionist preacher, who in
1850 spoke of 'democracy, that is, a government
ot all the people, by all the people, for all the
people/ But it matters not who said it before
Lincoln, If Lincoln had not said it, it would not
now be said.

As head of the Union, President Lincoln
spoke these words at Gettysburg on Novem-
ber 19, 1863:

Tour score and seven years ago our fathers
brought forth on this continent a new nation,
conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the pro-
position that all men are created equal.

1 The photographer failed. This was in the days before
newspaper photographers had developed to its full efficiency
their shameless and ruthless technique which permits them
nowadays to stand in the forefront of any national occasion,
however solemn, and obliterate tor the spectators all sight and
sound of the ceremonies by the operation of their cameras.
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